












After the skunk incident, Teddy finally gets a record-breaking idea that relates to his own life, 

not just to records that are already in the book.

a. What is his idea?

b. Do you think he’ll do it? Make a prediction based on what you know about Teddy and what

  you know about storytelling.

c. Do you think Jake will ruin this too?

On page 215, Teddy says: “Poor Destructor, he will never be normal. I guess it just doesn’t run On page 215, Teddy says: “Poor Destructor, he will never be normal. I guess it just doesn’t run 

in our family. But maybe normal is not all it’s cracked up to be.”

a. Do you agree or disagree with Teddy’s statement?

b. Has Teddy changed from the beginning of the book? How?

Look back at what you predicted about Teddy based on the cover illustration before reading 

the book. Now think about what you know about Teddy. How does the picture look now? Do 

the details mean something different to you after getting to know Teddy?

17.

18.

19.

Record attempts

• Stuffing grapes in his mouth  

• Doing jumping jacks 

• Skateboarding down the banister 

• Dragging a chair with his teeth  

• Raking the biggest leaf pile

• Cracking eggs on his head• Cracking eggs on his head

• Pushing an orange with his nose

• Stretching rubber bands over his face

• Tallest snow mound

• Most pigeons to land on a person

Similarities I notice

•Use of food (grapes, eggs, orange)

•Using his body in unusual ways

 (#1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10)

•Biggest piles (5, 9)

•Trying to break records that are already in 

 Guinness (all but 10) Guinness (all but 10)

•Doing things that are physically challenging

•Many attempts use materials that are easily

 available to a typical kid (even though Teddy

 is not typical).
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